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(54) Method for measuring the quantity of heat present in fuel gas 



(57) Method for measuring and/or regulating a 
quantity of heat contained in a fuel gas. the calorific val- 
ue of the fuel gas being used as an input parameter, in 
which method 

a) the fuel gas or a part-stream of the fuel gas is 
guided through a volumetric meter or a mass flow 
meter, and the volumetric flow rate or the mass flow 
rate is measured, 

b) the speed of sound of the gas is determined un- 



der first reference conditions, 

c) one of the measurement variables dielectric con- 
stant, speed of sound under second reference con- 
ditions, carbon dioxide content of the fuel gas, ni- 
trogen content of the fuel gas or density under 
standardised conditions is recorded; and 

d) the quantity of heat supplied is derived from these 
parameters, together with the calorific value of the 
fuel gas, as a measurement variable or control var- 
iable. 
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Description 

[0001] The invention relates to a method for measuring and/or regulating the quantity of heat which is present in a 
fuel gas and is supplied to a gas-consuming device, in particular a natural-gas-consuming device, the calorific value 
5 of the fuel gas being used as an input variable. 

[0002] In known measurement methods of this nature, the amount of gas supplied and the heat properties of the 
fuel gas are often determined. The conditions, in particular the temperature and pressure, under which these values 
are determined generally differ for each measurement variable. 

[0003] For example, the amount of gas supplied is often measured under operating conditions, while the heat prop- 

10 erties are often determined under standardised conditions, such as for example the normal conditions 0°C and 1.01 325 
bar(a). To determine the quantity of heat, it is important for uniform temperature and pressure conditions to be observed 
both for the amount of gas supplied and the thermal properties. In practice, the amount of gas supplied is to this end 
generally converted to standardised conditions, for example the normal conditions 0*C and 1 .01 325 bar(a). This con- 
version is known as Volume conversion'. 

75 [0004] The quantity of heat supplied to the gas-consuming devices can be determined by means of direct and indirect 
methods. In indirect methods, the composition of a natural gas is determined by means of gas chromatography, for 
example. Then, on the basis of this gas composition, the parameters for the volume conversion are calculated and the 
calorific value of the fuel gas is determined using the calorific values of the pure substances. Although these methods 
provide very accurate results, they have the drawback of being technically complex and therefore expensive. As a 

20 result, it is impossible to use these methods in private households, for example. In contrast to indirect methods, in 
direct methods the catorific value is determined directly. Commercially available calorific-value meters indicate the 
calorific value, generally under standardised conditions, such as for example normal conditions (0°C and 1 .01 325 bar 
(a)). Usually, the volume conversion which is required to determine the flow of energy is derived from density meas- 
urements under standardised conditions, such as for example normal conditions (0°C and 1.01325 bar(a)), and the 

25 conditions of the volumetric flow measurement. However, volume conversion based on density measurements are 
technically complex. Moreover, density cells of this nature have to be calibrated at regular inten/als. 
[0005] The object of the invention Is to reduce the effort involved in the direct measurement and/or regulation of the 
quantity of heat supplied to consumption devices and, in particular, to provide a reliable and accurate measurement 
method. 

30 [0006] According to the invention, this object is achieved by the fact that, in the method referred to in the introduction, 
the fuel gas or a part-stream of the fuel gas is guided through a volumetric meter or a mass flow meter, and the 
volumetric flow rate or the mass flow rate is measured, the speed of sound of the gas is determined under first reference 
conditions, one of the measurement variables dielectric constant, speed of sound under second reference conditions, 
carbon dioxide content of the fuel gas, nitrogen content of the fuel gas or density under standardised conditions, for 

35 example normal conditions (0°C and 1.01325 bar(a))is measured; and the quantity of heat supplied is derived from 
these parameters, together with the calorific value of the fuel gas, as a measurement variable or control variable. 
[0007] The advantage of this method lies in the fact that there Is no need to carry out any density measurements 
under any conditions apart from standardised conditions. In most embodiments, there is no need to carry out any 
density measurement at all. 

40 [0008] Particularly accurate results can be achieved for fuel gases whose calorific value at normal conditions is from 
20 to 48 Mj/m3, whose relative density compared with dry air is from 0.55 to 0.9, whose proportion of carbon dioxide 
Is less than or equal to 0.3 and whose proportion of hydrogen and carbon monoxide is less than 0.1 and 0.03 respec- 
tively. Particularly suitable measurement conditions are temperatures In the range from 225 to 350 K and pressures 

of less than or equal to 6 MPa. 

45 [0009] Operating conditions are the actual conditions in the installation, for example a gas conduit, containing the 
gas of which the quantity of heat Is measured or controlled. Reference conditions can be chosen freely within the 
specified ranges, preferably corresponding to conditions at which the relevant parameters are known from one or more 
reference gases. By standardised conditions are denoted conditions that are more generally used in the relevant tech- 
nical field like normal conditions (0 °C and 1 ,01 325 bar(a)) and standard conditions (1 5 '*C and 1 ,01 325 bar(a)). 

so [0010] The first reference conditions set are preferably normal conditions or a pressure in the range from 1 to 10 
bar, more preferably from 3 to 7 bar. Although the temperature is not very critical and can be selected within a wide 
range, for technical reasons the temperature is above 225 K, for example from 270 K to 295 K. For the second reference 
conditions, a pressure of above 30 bar Is preferably set. Although the temperature is not very critical and can be selected 
within a wide range, for technical reasons the temperature is from 225 K to 350 K. 

5S [0011] The operating conditions are most preferable for this parameter. 

[001 2] The speed of sound at the reference conditions mentioned, including operating conditions, can be determined 
In a separate measuring unit, for example via the resonant frequency of vortex pipes or of hollow bodies or a distance 
travelled-time measurement, e.g. In ultrasonic flow meters. 
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[0013] In practice, there are various proven measurement methods available for measuring the volumetric flow rate, 
for example turbine flow meters or ultrasonic flow meters. 

[0014] The dielectric constant can be measured inexpensively and with high accuracy even under operating condi- 
tions. The proportion of carbon dioxide is simple to determine under all conditions mentioned using known measuring 

5 instruments, e.g. by measurement of the light absorption in the infrared region. 

[0015] The use of the density under normal conditions is advantageous in particular when, in the arrangement, a 
volume conversion is at the same time being carried out on the basis of density measurements. The use of a speed 
of sound measurement instead of the density measurement under operating conditions offers the advantage that the 
most critical component is exchanged, while there is no need to spend money on measuring other variables. 

10 [0016] Consequently, the three measurements which are required can each be carried out reliably, accurately and 
without a high level of technical effort, so that finking the measured values provides suitable results for measuring and/ 
or regulating the quantity of heat supplied to gas-consuming devices. 

[0017] To establish the reference conditions, the parameters temperature and pressure are required. These can be 
additionally measured In step b). If a lower measurement accuracy is permissible, the values estimated from practice 

IS can also be used for these parameters. 

[0018] If the calorific value does not change, or changes only slightly, such as for example in the case of a gas 
emanating from the same source, it is sufficient to introduce a fixed value for the calorific value into the calculation of 
the quantity of heat. In the event of substantial fluctuations in the calorific value of a gas flow, as may occur, for example, 
in collection networks, it is recommended that the calorific value be determined at regular intervals or continuously. To 

20 this end, the calorific value can be recorded inexpensively and with a high level of accuracy using various proven 
measurement methods, such as for example controlled catalytic oxidation of the gas to be tested. 
[0019] In total, there are five variations on the method according to the invention for measuring the quantity of heat 
supplied of fuel gas. 

[0020] In all the variants, the speed of sound is recorded under first reference conditions and the calorific value is 

25 determined or input as a constant. 

[0021] In addition, in the first variant the speed of sound is also recorded under second reference conditions. Re- 
cording two speeds of sound has the advantage that the second measurement can be carried out in the same measuring 
device. The pressure in the apparatus can be varied by compressing the measurement volume or allowing it to expand. 
During the compression or expansion, the temperature of the fuel gas also changes, making It easier to set altered 

30 reference conditions, if desired, the measuring device for determining the speed of sound may also be equipped with 
means for varying the temperature setting. In addition, in the second variant, the dielectric constant is also measured, 
preferably at a pressure of at least 10 bar, e.g. under second reference conditions, e.g. operating conditions, in order 
to achieve a high level of accuracy. 

[0022] In the third variant, the carbon dioxide content of the fuel gas is also determined. 
35 [0023] The determination of the dielectric constant and of the carbon dioxide content may be carried out in the same 
measurement environment as that in which the speed of sound is determined. This allows the measuring device to be 
extremely compact. 

[0024] In contrast to the third variant, in the fourth variant the nitrogen content is also determined, instead of the 

carbon dioxide content. 

40 [0025] In the fifth variant, the density is additionally recorded under normal conditions. This variant offers advantages 
especially when refitting an existing volume-conversion installation which is based on density measurement, since in 
this specific situation it is sufficient to use only one speed of sound recording instead of the density measurement under 
operating conditions. As a result, on the one hand, the volume conversion is considerably simplified and is made easier 
to control, while, on the other hand, the existing instrumentation is used to its maximum possible effect. 

^5 [0026] Advantageously, the speed of sound is recorded under second reference conditions and the dielectric constant 
or the carbon dioxide content is recorded under the same reference conditions, preferably under operating conditions, 
in a common measurement environment. In this way, only one temperature and pressure measurement, and conse- 
quently only one thermostat, are required in order to produce or maintain the reference conditions. Moreover, uniform 
reference conditions for the various measurements increase the accuracy with which the quantity of heat supplied can 

50 be determined. 

[0027] Recording at least one speed of sound in addition to the calorific value offers the further advantage that it is 
possible to dispense with determining the density of the fuel gas under operating conditions. Apparatus for measuring 
the density at operating conditions are expensive and complex. Preferably, in the method according to the invention, 
in particular if the carbon dioxide content Is recorded as the third measurement variable, no additional density meas- 
55 urement is carried out. 

[0028] To find a suitable correlation between the set of parameters applied in the method according to the invention, 
for example between the speed of sound under first reference conditions, the speed of sound under second reference 
conditions, the calorific value and the density under operating conditions and standardised conditions, it is advanta- 
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geous to precede the respective steps b) and c) at least once by a plurality of measurement cycles in which step b) is 
carried out using a plurality of reference gases of known calorific value. The parameters required for the various variants 
of the method are then measured on the reference gas. In these reference cycles, a number corresponding to the 
number ot measurement cycles of reference signal patterns determined from the ratio of the various signals measured 

s are stored with assignment to the known densities at operating and standardised conditions. The signal pattern from 
a future measurement cycle on fuel gas of the unknown density at operating or standardised conditions is compared 
with the reference signal patterns so as to assign a particular density at operating or standard conditions. 
[0029] To increase the reference accuracy, many reference cycles in which the various parameters are varied in 
succession over the expected measurement range should be carried out. An unambiguous and accurate assignment 

10 of a particular density at operating or standardised conditions to a signal pattern of a fuel gas determined in a meas- 
urement cycle is achieved by interpolation of the various reference signal pattems. 

[0030] A significant advantage is that the correlation between densities at operating and/or standardised conditions 
and measured parameters only has to be found once for a specific application by means of any desired number of 
reference cycles. The onenDff effort is comparatively low. The reference conditions should here be selected so as to 
IS correspond as closely as possible to the measurement conditions expected later. Thus, for all parameters only the 
measurement ranges which actually come into question should be determined with sufficient accuracy as reference 
signal pattems. 

[0031] If the composition of the fuel gas may display greater variations, it is generally necessary to determine more 
reference signal pattems. 

20 [0032] Large quantities of data are already available in relation to the dependency of the gas composition on the 
speed of sound and the density. Using this available data therefore makes it possible to calculate the calorific value, 
the speeds of sound and the density under operating conditions and standardised conditions as a function of the gas 
composition in the relevant area. It is thus possible to replace expensive measurements with calculations. 
[0033] A preferred embodiment of the invention is characterised in that the respective proportion of a specified 

25 number of alkanes, including methane, is determined by determining the proportion of the individual alkanes, excluding 
methane, with the aid in each case of an associated function dependent on a selected physical property, preferably 
the molar calorific value, of the sum of the specified alkanes and in that the proportion of methane is determined from 
the difference between the proportion of the sum of the specified alkanes and the sum of the proportions of the alkanes 
determined by means of the functions. 

30 [0034] As specified alkanes, all alkanes which are actually present in the fuel gas should, if possible, be selected 
and specified. 

[0035] It has been found that the proportions of the alkanes in natural fuel gases are always in a particular ratio to 
one another which depends only on a physical property, e.g. the molar calorific value, of the sum of the specified 
alkanes. This is obviously attributable to the fact that natural gases in the form in which they occur have always gone 
35 through an equilibrium phase in which their gaseous and liquid phases have been in equilibrium with one another 

[0036] However, the method is not restricted to natural fuel gases, either with or without addition of coal gas. For 
synthetic gases containing added substances or for gas mixtures having many components, the uncertainty in the 
determination of the gas composition is merely somewhat greater. 

[0037] The molar calorific value of the sum of the specified alkanes can in turn be determined, for example, with the 
40 aid of reference signal cycles. Since the composition of the reference gases is known, their molar calorific value of the 
sum of the specified alkanes is also known. Consequently, from the ratio of the signals measured on the reference 
gases, a number corresponding to the number of reference measurement cycles of reference signal patterns can be 
stored with assignment to the known molar calorific values of the sum of the specified alkanes. In a future measurement 
cycle, the molar calorific value of the sum of the specified alkanes in the fuel gas can be determined merely by com- 
45 parison of the signals measured with the stored reference signal pattems. 

[0038] As functions for determining the proportions of the individual alkanes with the exception of methane, use can 
advantageously be made of polynomials, preferably of second order. 

[0039] In a preferred illustrative embodiment, the proportions of methane, ethane, propane, tsobutane, n-butane, 
isopentane. n-pentane, hexane, heptane and octane are determined with the aid of the functions. It has been found 
50 that the proportion of all further hydrocarbons can be ignored, particularly in the case of natural fuel gas. The relationship 
between the molar calorific value and the sum of the specified alkanes is in this case, e.g.: 

2 

^C2H6 = [^1 C^CH " *^CH4) Pi (*^CH ' ^Cm^ 1 ^CH 

55 

2 

^C3H8 (^CH ' "^cm) + P2 (^^CH " ^cm) 1 ^CH C^ -^) 
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2 

^n-C4HlO = 1^4 C^CH * ^CH4) P4 (^CH * ^CH4) 1 ^CH 

2 

^i-CSH12 = ["5 C^CH ■ *^CH4) + h t^CH ' *^CH4) 1 ^CH C *^) 

2 

^n-C5Hl2 = f"6 (*^CH ' ^CH4) + Ps (*^CH " '^CH4) 1 ^CH C'^) 

^n-C6H14 = 1^7 (*^CH ' '^CH4) + P? (*^CH " *^CH4)^] ^CH C' -^) 

2 

^n-C7H16 = (*^CH " '^CH4) + Ps (*^CH " ^CH4) 1 ^CH C-Q) 

2 

^n-C8H18 = f°^9 (*^CH " '^CH4) + P9 (*^CH ' ^CHa) 1 ^CH 0-^) 

[0040] Here, Oj and P| are constants and Hqh4 is the molar calorific value of methane. The variable Hq^ is the molar 
calorific value of the sum of the specified alkanes (Hch = ^ ^H,i^CH,i)- proportion of methane is in this case 
determined as follows: 

25 

^CH4 - ^CH ■ (^C2H6 ^C3H8 ^i-C4HlO ^n-C4HlO 
^i-C5H12 ^n-CSH12 ^n-C6H14 ^n-C7H16 ^n-CSHIs) 

[0041] An embodiment of the invention is characterised in that the steps b) and c) are preceded by a plurality of 
measurement cycles in which step b) is carried out using a plurality of reference gases whose composition and whose 
selected physical property of the sum of the specified alkanes are known, in that the constants, e.g. coefficients, of the 
functbns describing the proportion of the alkanes excluding methane are determined from the signals measured on 
the reference gases, In that the constants of the functions are stored with assignment to the respective alkanes and 
in that the proportion of the alkanes excluding methane is determined from a future measurement cycle on fuel gas of 
unknown composition with the aid of the functions. 

[0042] In this way, the constants Oi and can be found with the aid of only two reference cycles for alt natural gases. 
To Increase the measurement accuracy, any number of reference cycles can be carried out. Even in the case of a large 
number of reference cycles, the effort remains comparatively low since the constants aj and Pj only have to be deter- 
mined once. 

[0043] The proportion of the sum of the alkanes in the fuel gas can be determined with the assumption that the fuel 
gas consists only of a specified number of alkanes, nitrogen and carbon dioxide. The associated equations therefore 
have the form: 

^CH ~ ^ ' ^N2 ' ^C02 

[0044] Here, Xn2 ^^02 proportions of nitrogen and carbon dioxide, respectively 

[0045] To Increase the measurement accuracy, it can alternatively be assumed that the fuel gas additionally contains 
hydrogen and/or carbon monoxide. If both the proportion of hydrogen and the proportion of carbon monoxide are taken 
into account, equation (3) becomes: 

^CH - " ^N2 " ^C02 " ^H2 " ^CO 

[0046] A preferred illustrative embodiment is characterised in that the speeds of sound under two different conditions 
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and the calorific value can be derived from the gas composition. These parameters can be calculated in a simple way 
from the composition of the gas by means of an equation of state such as the AG A-8 equation frequently used for gas. 



5 ^i,calc ~ ^(Pi* ^i' ^CH4' ' • ^n-C8Hl8' ^C02' ^N2^ 

[0047] An example of an embodiment of the invention is characterised in that values for the speed of sound under 
first and second reference conditions and the calorific value are derived from the composition of the fuel gas, in that 
the difference between the derived and the measured value of the speeds of sound and the calorific value is formed, 
in that, if the difference exceeds a specified threshold value, the proportion of at least one of the components of the 
fuel gas to be determined is altered, in that the composition is recalculated on the basis of the altered value or values, 
the values of the selected parameters are recalculated and the difference between these and the measured values is 
determined and in that the latter two steps are repeated until the difference lies below the threshold value. 
[0048] It has been found that the gas composition can be determined particularly quickly in this way If all 1 4 equations 
given above (1.1 to 4) are to be taken into account, these contain up to 14 unknowns, namely X^h. ^ch4'^2H6' 
Xc3H8» ^n-C8Hi9' ^^,ca\c* Wg^caic ^^s.n.caic Pm.n.caic To solve these 14 equations, one or more values, e.g. the two 
speeds of sound mentioned in combination with the calorific value, can be derived and compared with the corresponding 
measured value. 

[0049] The advantage of the method according to the invention is that not only is it possible to determine the quantity 
of heat supplied to consumption devices, but also other important properties of the gas such as the compressibility 
factor, the density, the speed of sound, the enthalpy, the methane number or the Wobbe index of the fuel gas can be 
calculated from the composition. 

[0050] The physical parameters determined using the method of the invention are essentially as good as those 
determined by means of gas chromatography. According to the invention, only three measured parameters, e.g. two 
25 speeds of sound and the calorific value, are sufficient to carry out many process engineering calculations. Firstly, 
changes of state in gas reservoirs or storage volumes can be determined. In addition, the relevant gas transport data, 
e.g. temperature or pressure drop, can be determined. For vehicles powered by natural gas, the required design of 
gas filling stations can be calculated. 

[0051] Fill level measurements can be checked and designed using the method of the invention. 
[0052] In connection with heat exchangers too, the invention is of great advantage. The design of heat exchangers 
can be calculated using the method of the invention. Performance measurements on heat exchangers can be evaluated 
using the method. Finally, compressor characteristics and compressor performances can be determined using the 
method of the invention, 

[0053] in all the above mentioned applications, expensive gas-chromatographic analyses have previously been nec- 
essary. 

[0054] The methane number, too, can be determined using the method of the invention. If the gas property data 
which were originally measured for charging purposes are used as input measurement signals for the method of the 
invention, the methane number can be calculated to essentially the same accuracy as when using a gas chromatograph. 
The deviation of the methane numbers is less than 2%. 

[0055] When using the gas property data measured for charging purposes or when using supply network simulations, 
fuel gas customers can be informed at any time about current and possibly future fluctuations in the methane number 
without additional measurements. The gas transport network can also be controlled more flexibly without additional 
cost. 

[0056] Further advantageous embodiments of the invention are characterised in the further and dependent claims. 
45 [0057] The way in which the method according to the invention is used for the correlative measurement and/or reg- 
ulation of the quantity of heat supplied to gas-consuming devices is explained hereafter in more detail with reference 
to illustrative embodiments which are illustrated in the drawing. 
In the drawing: 

Fig. 1 shows a graph In which the mole fraction of ethane and propane for various gases is plotted against the 
molar calorific value of the sum of the hydrocarbons; 

Fig. 2A and Fig. 2B show a flow diagram for the determination of the gas composition according to an illustrative 
embodiment of the method of the invention; 

Fig. 3 shows a schematic view of an arrangement for carrying out a first illustrative embodiment of the use according 
^ to the invention of the method of measuring the quantity of heat; 

Fig. 4 shows a schematic view of an arrangement for carrying out a second illustrative embodiment of the use 
according to the Invention; 
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Fig. 5 shows a schematic view of an arrangement for carrying out a third illustrative embodiment of the use ac- 
cording to the invention; and 

Fig. 6 shows a schematic view of an arrangement for carrying out a fourth illustrative embodiment of the use 

according to the invention; 

s Fig. 7 shows a schematic view of an arrangement for carrying out a fifth illustrative embodiment of the use according 

to the invention. 

[0058] In Fig. 1 , the molar calorific value of the sum of the alkanes (Hch) is plotted on the x axis and the mole fraction 
of ethane (C2He) and propane (C3H8) is plotted on the y axis. The corresponding values were determined for various 

10 natural gases and plotted. The proportion of both ethane and of propane was approximated by a 2nd order polynomial. 
As Fig. 1 shows, both the proportion of ethane and that of propane can be approximated surprisingly well by a 2nd 
order polynomial dependent on the molar calorific value of the sum of the alkanes. The same applies to the further 
alkanes up to octane. The measured values for these alkanes are, for reasons of clarity, not shown in Fig. 1. 
[0059] Figs. 2A and 2B show a flow chart for determining the gas composition according to a preferred illustrative 

IS embodiment. 

[0060] In step 1 , two speeds of sound are measured, in each case under different conditions. 
[0061] Of the conditions, the pressure is set in each case and the temperature can be set or the measurement can 
take place at the temperature which is established after a possible pressure change. The actual pressure and the 
temperature for each measurement are measured. 
20 [0062] In Step 1 , the calorific value of the fuel gas is also made available. If the calorific value of the fuel gas exhibits 
relatively few fluctuations, it may be advantageous to use a fixed value. The calorific value of the fuel gas may also be 
made available by a measuring appliance. 

[0063] In step 2, starting values for the molar calorific value of the sum of the alkanes (Hch)' proportion of nitrogen 
Xfg2 and the proportion of carbon dioxide Xco2 determined. For the starting values, it is also possible to use the 
25 data for pure methane, i.e. Xco2 = 0. X|si2 = 0 and Hch = ^ch4- '"^ practice, good results are achieved using these 
starting values. 

[0064] Using the starting values for the proportion of nitrogen and the proportion of carbon dioxide, the proportion 
of the sum of the alkanes Xch then determined in step 3. 

[0065] In step 4, the proportion of the alkanes excluding methane is then determined with the aid of the molar calorific 
30 value of the sum of the alkanes Hch equations (1.1) to (1.9). Subsequently, the proportion of methane Xch4 

is determined using equation (2). With the aid of an equation of state, values for the speed of sound under the same 
conditions as for the values measured in step 1 are then calculated in step 5 from the calculated composition of the 
gas. This can be done, for example, with the aid of the known AGA8-DC92 equation of state. 

[0066] In Step 5, the molar density Pm,n,caic mol/m^ of the fuel gas under normal conditions is also calculated from 
35 the calculated composition of the gas. A suitable calculation method for determining the molar density of the fuel gas 
under normal conditions is described, for example, in ISO 6976. 

[0067] In Step 6, the calorific value of the fuel gas is calculated from the calculated composition of the fuel gas. 
[0068] In step 7, a check is made as to whether the absolute value of the difference between the calculated values 
of the speed of sound W2,caic' Hs.n.catc and the values w^. wg, Hq ^ measured in step 1 is, for each value, less 

40 than the threshold value which has been laid down as 10"®. If not, the procedure is continued from step 8. 

[0069] In steps 8 to 12, the sensitivity of the parameters X,sj2, Xco2 ^ch used in the iteration process is deter- 
mined. For this purpose, values for AX^, AXcoa ^^ch ^^^^^ '^'^ down in step 8. Good results are achieved 
using 0.1 mol% for AXf^g ^^02 ^ ^ MJ/mol for AHch 

[0070] In step 9, the sum of the alkanes X'ch is calculated from the new values of the proportion of carbon dioxide 
X'co2 ^he proportion of nitrogen X'^g using equation (3). 

[0071] Subsequently, in step 10, the proportion of alkanes excluding methane is determined using the new molar 
calorific value of the sum of the alkanes H'ch and the equations (1 .1 ) to (1 .9) and, finally, the proportion of methane 
X'ch4 is calculated by means of equation (2) . 

[0072] In step 11 , the values of the speed of sound are determined under the two different conditions employed in 
50 step 1. Also the calorific value of the fuel gas at normal conditions is calculated. Here, only one of the three input 
parameters is varied in each case. After completion of step 11 . values for the speed of sound and the calorific value 
as a function of X'coa- ^'n2 ^^d H'ch *^^ve thus been obtained for each condition. 

[0073] Subsequently, the partial derivatives are determined in step 12. For this purpose, the change in both speeds 
of sound and the calorific value as a function of one of the input parameters is first determined. For this purpose, the 
55 difference between the values of the speed of sound and the calorific value calculated in step 11 , with one of the input 
parameters being changed slightly, and the values calculated in step 5 and 6 are determined. The partial derivative 
can now be calculated in a simple way from the quotient of the above mentioned change in the speed of sound or the 
calorific value and the change in the input parameter concerned laid down in step 8. 
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[0074] In Step 1 3, the generally applicable equations are solved In order to describe the development of variations 
in the input parameters in an output variable. After the values of the partial derivatives have been substituted, the 
system of linear equations can easily be solved by means of generally known mathematical techniques. The result is 
estimates of the deviations of parameters X^a. ^co2 
s [0075] In step 1 4, the new values for the proportion of nitrogen X^a. the proportion of carbon dioxide X^oa 

molar calorific value of the sum of the specified alkanes H^^ are laid down afresh by simply adding the deviations In 
these three parameters calculated in step 11 to the previous values. 

[0076] Steps 3 to 7 are then repeated using the freshly laid down value for the proportion of nitrogen X|vj2, the pro- 
portion of carbon dioxide Xco2 the molar calorific value of the sum of the specified alkanes Hch- It, in step 7, the 

10 threshold values of Aw^, AW2 and/or AHq „ are again exceeded, steps 8 to 14 and 3 to 7 are carried out once again. 
Only when Aw-,, AW2 and AHg „ are below the threshold value of ID"® in step 7, the proportions of the alkanes, the 
proportion of carbon dioxide and the proportion of nitrogen are established to the desired degree of accuracy 
[0077] In this latter case, all desired gas parameters are then calculated in steps 15 and 16. This is done with the 
aid of the known ISO 6976 and ISO 1221 3. 

IS [0078] The quantity of heat supplied can now be calculated without difficulty, for example by firstly calculating the 
volumetric flow rate under normal conditions, with the aid of the calculated values for the density under operating 
conditions and the density under normal conditions, and using the measured volumetric flow rate under operating 
conditions. Multiplication of the volumetric flow rate under normal conditions and the calorific value under normal con- 
ditions gives the quantity of heat supplied. 

20 [0079] The method described can be carried out in a similar way for the other combinatbns of parameters mentioned 
above. 

[0080] The value calculated is suitable for the measurement and/or regulation of the quantity of heat supplied to gas- 
consuming devices, in particular to natural-gas-consuming devices. 

[0081] For the purposes of the present invention, gas consumption devices are all necessary devices for the use of 
25 gas on the premises of private and industrial customers and also all transfer points or the like. 

[0082] According to the invention, the quantity of heat supplied to households can already be derived from four 
parameters, i.e., firstly, the volume or the mass, secondly, two speeds of sound, and thirdly, the calorific value. The 
technical difficulty and the costs of such derivation are minimal. 

[0083] To increase the accuracy, it is possible, as in the measurement of the calorific value, to determine as many 
30 further parameters as desired. For applications in which particularly high measurement accuracy is required, e.g. for 
determining the amount of heat supplied at transfer points of main transport lines having a high gas throughput, it is 
advantageous to measure the pressure and the temperature in addition to the above three parameters. When a lower 
measurement accuracy is permissible, estimated values can also be used for these parameters. 
[0084] Fig. 3 shows a fuel gas line 1 in which a gas meter 3 is located. In addition, two measurement points 5 and 
35 6 are located in the fuel gas line 1 . Measurement point 5 is provided with a temperature sensor 7 and measurement 
point 6 is provided with a pressure sensor 8. Furthermore, three sample points 9, 11 and 13 are provided In the fuel 
gas line. Sample point 9 is connected via a pressure-reducing valve 15 to a measuring apparatus for measuring the 
speed of sound under first reference conditions 17. Sample point 11 is connected via a pressure-reducing valve 19 to 
a measuring apparatus for measuring the calorific value at normal conditions 21. Sample point 13 Is connected to a 
40 measuring apparatus for measuring the speed of sound under operating conditions 23. 

[0085] In the operating state, the gas meter 3 measures the volume flow Vb and the time and, from this, calculates 
the volume of the fuel gas supplied. The temperature sensor 7 measures the temperature and the pressure sensor 8 
measures the pressure in the fuel gas line 1 . 

[0086] The signal outputs from the temperature sensor 7, the pressure sensor 8 and the measuring devices 17, 21 
4S and 23 are connected to the inputs of a correlation calculator 25, for the correlative determination of the density under 
operating conditions and of the density under normal conditions p^, either direct from the measurement variables 
recorded or using the iterative method described above. 

[0087] The output of this correlation calculator and the signal output of the gas meter 3 and the output of the device 
for measuring the calorific value at normal conditions are connected to the inputs of the energy calculator 27. 
so [0088] Then, the energy calculator 27 calculates the quantity of heat W by multiplying Hsv.n ot the volume under 
operating conditions V^, the density under operating conditions p^, the density under normal conditions p^ and the 
calorific value under normal conditions. In the practical configuration, the correlation calculator and the energy calculator 
are Integrated as successive programme steps In a computer. 

[0089] Fig. 4 shows an arrangement for carrying out a second illustrative embodiment of the invention. The arrange- 
rs ment in Fig. 4 differs from the arrangement in Fig. 3 in that both speeds of sound are measured in a measuring apparatus 
29 for measuring the speed of sound. The fuel gas is fed directly without a pressure reduction to the measuring appa- 
ratus 29 so that the speed of sound can be measured directly under operating conditions. Measuring apparatus 29 is 
provided with a means for Increasing or towering the pressure to the range of the first or second reference conditions. 
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The measuring apparatus 29 is connected via a gas line to a measuring apparatus 21 for determining the calorific value. 
[0090] In this illustrative embodiment, the amount of heat is calculated by the energy calculator 27 via the correlation 
calculator 25, as in the first illustrative embodiment, on the basis of the volume, the temperature and the pressure 
under operating conditions, the speed of sound under first reference conditions, the speed of sound under operating 

5 conditions and the calorific value at normal conditions. Since in both the illustrative embodiments shown in Fig. 3 and 
Fig. 4 the measuring apparatus for the speed of sound and the calorific value are located outside the fuel gas line, 
maintenance of these apparatus and any repair can be carried out without any particular technical difficulty. In addition, 
only comparatively few reference cycles are required, since the speeds of sound are measured under specified con- 
ditions. There is thus a direct correlation between a change in the speeds of sound and a change in the gas composition. 

10 [0091] Fig. 5 schematically shows a third illustrative embodiment of the invention. The arrangement differs from the 
arrangement shown in Fig. 4 in that a mass flow meter 31 for measuring the mass of the fuel gas supplied is provided 
in place of the volume meter 

[0092] Furthermore, the calorific value is not measured, but rather is input directly Into the correlation calculator 25 
as a fixed value 39. 

15 [0093] The correlation calculator 25 firstly calculates the density under normal conditions p„ by correlation. Then, 
the correlation calculator calculates the mass>related calorific value H3 from the division of the calorific value under 
normal conditions Hq^ and the density under normal conditions p^. Then, the energy calculator 27 calculates the 
quantity of heat W by multiplying the calorific value Hq by the mass M. 

[0094] Fig. 6 schematically depicts a fourth illustrative embodiment of the invention. The arrangement differs from 
20 the arrangement in accordance with Fig. 3 in that the density under normal conditions is determined instead of the 
speed of sound under operating conditions. To do this, the sample point 13 is connected to a measuring device for 
determining the normal density 45 via a pressure-reducing valve 44. 

[0095] Firstly, the correlation calculator 25 calculates the density under operating conditions by correlation. Then, 
the energy calculator 27 calculates the quantity of heat W by multiplying the calorific value Hgy^ of the volume under 
25 operating conditions V|,, the density under operating conditions p^, the density under normal conditions p^ and the 
calorific value under normal conditions. 

[0096] Fig. 7 schematically depicts a fifth illustrative embodiment of the invention. The arrangement differs from the 
arrangement in accordance with Fig. 4 in that instead of the two speeds of sound, the dielectric constant and the speed 
of sound under first reference conditions are determined in a measuring device. For this purpose, the sample point 9 
30 is directly connected to the measuring device 29. Moreover, in this case, in contrast to the second example, the meas- 
uring device 21 for determining the calorific value is directly connected to the fuel-gas line 1 by means of a separate 
sample point 11. 

[0097] All illustrative embodiments have the advantage that it is not necessary to carry out measurements of the 
speed of sound In order to determine the amount of heat reliably, because the necessary data can be derived from the 
35 known relationships between the gas composition and the speed of sound. These known data can be utilised to derive 
the calorific value from the speed of sound. 

[0098] It is also possible to arrange some of the devices for determining the measurement variables under operating 
conditions inside the fuel-gas line. 

Naturally, in this specific case, only non-combustive methods are suitable for determining the calorific value. 

40 [0099] Furthermore, the joint measurement environment for the dielectric measurement and the measurement of 
the proportbn of carbon dioxide and the measurements of the speed of sound has the advantage that only one pressure 
and temperature measurement is required in addition to the pressure and temperature measurement in the fuel gas 
line. The third illustrative embodiment has a particularly high accuracy in the determination of the amount of heat and 
is therefore particularly advantageous. It is also possible to locate some of the apparatus for determining the parameters 

45 under operating conditions inside the fuel gas line. 



Claims 

50 1. Method for measuring and/or regulating a quantity of heat contained in a fuel gas, the calorific value of the fuel 
gas being used as an input parameter, in which method 

a) the fuel gas or a part-stream of the fuel gas is guided through a volumetric meter or a mass flow meter, and 
the volumetric flow rate or the mass flow rate is measured, 
55 b) the speed of sound of the gas is determined under first reference conditions, 

c) one of the measurement variables dielectric constant, speed of sound under second reference conditions, 
carbon dioxide content of the fuel gas, nitrogen content of the fuel gas or density under standardised conditions 
is recorded; and 



9 



EP 1 063 525 A2 



d) the quantity of heat supplied is derived from these parameters, together with the calorific value of the fuel 
gas, as a measurement variable or control variable. 

Method according to Claim 1 , characterised in that the dielectric constant or the carbon dioxide content and at 
least one value for the speed of sound are recorded in a common measurement environment. 

Method according to Claim 1 or 2, characterised in that a pressure between 1 and 10 bar and a temperature above 
225 K are set as the first reference conditions for measuring the speed of sound. 

Method according to one of Claims 1 to 3, characterised in that a pressure of over 30 bar and a temperature of 
between 225 K and 350 K are set as the second reference conditions for measuring the speed of sound. 

Method according to one of Claims 1 to 4, characterised in that operating conditions are set as the second reference 
conditions. 

Method according to one of Claims 1 to 5, characterised in that in step a), in addition, at least one of the meas- 
urement variables temperature or pressure is recorded. 

Method according to Claims 1 -6, characterised In that a part-stream of the fuel gas is branched off in order to 
measure one of the speeds of sound, and in that the carbon dioxide content or the dielectric constant of this part- 
stream is recorded. 

Method according to one of Claims 1 to 7, characterised in that a plurality of measurement cycles are connected 
upstream of the method steps a) and b), in which measurement cycles the step a) is carried out using a plurality 
of reference gases of known calorific value; in that from the ratio of the various measurement signals recorded for 
the reference gases, a number of reference signal samples which corresponds to the number of measurement 
cycles is stored by being assigned to the known calorific values; and in that the signal sample from a later meas- 
urement cycle carried out on fuel gas of unknown calorific value is compared with the reference signal samples in 
order to assign a defined calorific value. 
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Fig. 6 
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